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Fatwa: 


Question: 


What are the conditions regarding Salah behind Imams of mosques in dar al- 
kufr? 


Answer: 
Salah behind imams of mosques in dar al-kufr: 


All Praise is due for Allah, the Lord of the universe, and may the blesssings and 
peace be upon the best of Allah's creation, Muhammad bin Abdillah $. 


As for what follows: 


The Aqeedah of Ahl-Sunnah Wal Jama’ah, since the time of the Companions of 
the Prophet € and the tabi'een and those who followed them in goodness, has 
been as such that they view/approve of Salah behind every mastoor al häl 
Muslim (i.e. one who has signs of Islam upon him). That is every person who 
displays the Shahadatayn (the two testimonies), or prays, or attributes himself 
to Islam, and it hasn't been proven against him that he committed a nullifier of 
Islam. Every person who comes forth to lead the Muslims in prayer is mastoor 
al hal, displaying Salah, which is from among the rituals and a signs of Islam, 
which rules one performing it, with Islam, as long as it hasn't been proven that 
he, (i.e., the particular imam) has committed a nullifier, with sure certainty, by 
the testimonv of two just witnesses, or bv his own confession or bv seeing him 
say or commit the act of kufr. 


This person (Imam) is not considered majhool al- hal (one whose religion is not 
known)! This is because according to the scholars, the majhool al hal is the one 
from whom neither the signs of Islam nor kufr are visible. 

While the mastoor al hal is the one who displavs the ritual of Islam such as the 
Salah, or Shahadatayn, or attributes himself to Islam, thus, he is a Muslim 
according to the text of Qur'an, Sunnah and Ijma'/consensus. 


lt has been reported in Sahih al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas bin Malik, he 
said: "The Prophet (#) said, "If anyone observes our form of prayer, faces our 
qibla, and eats what we kill, that one is a Muslim who has protection from 
Allah and His messenger; so do not betray Allah's protection.” 


And in another narration: Allah's Messenger (#) said, "I have been ordered to 
fight the people till they say: 'None has the right to be worshipped but Allah. ' 
And ifthey say so, and pray like our prayers, face our Qibla and slaughter as we 
slaughter, then their blood and property will be sacred to us and we will not 
interfere with them except legally and their reckoning will be with Allah." 


Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy on him) stated in 'al-Fat'h' in explanation of 
the hadith: "From this (we have come to know) that the affairs of the people 
are dependent upon what is outwardly apparent. Therefore, whoever displays 
the rituals of the religion, then its rulings will be applied to him, as long as what 
is contrary to that does not appear from him." [End of quote] 


This is based upon the sources of evidence (i.e. Quran and Sunnah) and the 
ijma', and Ahl-Sunnah have been upon this way since the time of the Prophet 
= until today, and no one contradicts this except the one who is a misguided 
innovator. 


Al-Shafi'i [may Allah have mercv on him] said in Kitäb Al - Umm (195/1): "Ifa 
stranger lead a people in prayer, and they later doubted with regards to their 
prayer [being valid or not], not knowing whether he is a disbeliever or a 
Muslim, then they are not obliged to repeat the prayer until they are certain 
that he isa disbeliever. This [ruling is based on the apparent], and what is 
apparent is that his prayer is the prayer of the Muslims, which is not performed 
except by a Muslim, and [is not based on] who advanced to the Imamate 
[leading the prayer] and knew of his disbelief. (i.e. one would not consider the 
Imam to be a disbeliever, as Salah is only prayed by Muslimsl, just like a 
Muslim is not known to be impure. This [ruling] is because the disbeliever 
cannot be an Imam in any given situation, while the believer can be an Imam in 
any given situation, with the exception that he must not pray, except in a state 
of purity." [End of quote] 


Imam al-Barbahari said in (Sharh Sunnah, pg. 49) : "The five daily prayers are 
permissible behind any [Muslim] who prays, except [behind] the one who is a 
Jahmiv, for he is one who negates, (i.e., he negates the names and attributes of 
Allah), and if you prayed behind him then repeat your prayer". [End of quote] 


Ibn Qudamah said in al-Mughni, (140/2): Chapter: “If a person's condition [of 
creed] is not known, and nothing appears from him which prevents one from 
praying behind him, then the Salah of the ones who follow behind in prayer is 
valid, and this is what [Imam] Ahmad stipulated. This is because the origin of a 
Muslim is of honesty, and so [based upon this], if one prays behind someone 
whose Islam he doubts, his prayer is valid because what is apparent is that only 
a Muslim can advance to the position of the Imam." [End of quote] 


He also said in (al - Mughni) (147/2): “If one prays behind someone whose 
Islam he doubts, or he is a hermaphrodite, then his prayer is valid as long as he 
[i.e. the Imam] did not display disbelief, or his being a hermaphrodite was not 
apparent. This is because what is apparent from the worshippers is Islam, 
especially if he is an Imam, and the obvious safety [from him being dishonest] 
(i.e., being a hermaphrodite, (i.e. the origin of a Muslim is of honesty, so based 
upon this, one would not think a hermaphrodite would lead the prayer as it 
invalidates the prayer of those following behind], especially the one who leads 
men in prayer. However, if it becomes clear after the prayer that he was a 
disbeliever, or a hermaphrodite, then he must repeat [the Salah] based upon 
what we have explained." [End of quote] 


Shaykh al - Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said in 
majmoo' al- fatawa (542/4): "It is permissible to pray Salah behind every 
mastoor Muslim (i.e. who has signs of Islam) according to the consensus of the 
four Imams and other Imams of the muslimeen. Therefore, whoever says I will 
not pray the Jumu'ah (Friday prayer) nor the other jama'ah (congregational 
prayers) except behind the one whose inner aqeeda/creed I know, then he is an 
innovator, contrary to (the teachings) of the sahábah/Companions and the 
Tabi'een who followed them in goodness and the four Imams of the muslimeen 
and others, wallahu a'lam." [End of quote] 


Ibn Taymiyya also said in Majmoo' al- fatawa (282/3): "It is permissible to pray 
behind a mastoor al-hal according to the consensus of the Imams of the 
muslimeen. Whoever claims that Salah behind one whose condition is unknown 
is impermissible or invalid has violated the consensus of Ahl Sunnah Wal 
Jama’ah.." [End of quote] 


As for the statement of Imam Ahmad and Sufyän al- Thawri (may Allah have 
mercy on them), to pray behind the one whose condition and aqeeda is known 
in times when innovation is widespread, such as the following statement which 
has been reported from them: ('Al- Marwazi mentioned in Tabagät al- 
Hanäbilah (58/1): "Imam Ahmad was asked, 'l pass by a road and | hear the 
igamah, should I pray?' He replied, "This matter used to be easier before. As for 
when bid'ah/innovation has increased, do not pray behind someone unless you 
know him." [End of quote] 


And Sufvan Ath-Thawri said to Sha'eeb bin Harb, as it was mentioned in Sharh 
Usool I'tiqad Ahl Sunnah Wal Jama’ah (170/1): "Do not pray behind someone 
unless you consider him reliable and you know that he is from Ahl-Sunnah Wal 
Jama’ah." [End of quote] 


However, these statements are understood to be mustahab/ recommended 
and for kamal/perfection. It is not to be understood from these statements 
that it is wajib to do so, and that Salah behind a mastoor al-häl is invalid. 
Hence, if one prays behind a mastoor al-häl, of whom he knows nothing except 
Salah, then his Salah is valid. However, of he desires to take additional 
precaution for himself, and seeks to pray behind one he knows to be from Ahl- 
Sunnah, then this is mustahab/recommended and best. 


Al- Mardäwi said in 'al- Insaf', while clarifving the reports of Imam Ahmad 
regarding Salah behind Imams, he said: "Secondly, the prayer is valid behind an 
Imam whose [creed] is unknown, according to the correct view [of the madhab 
of Imam Ahmad], though it is not authenticated from him. It has [also] been 
reported from him not to pray behind someone except [whose creed] is known. 
Abu Bakr said: "This this is mustahab (i.e., recommended)." [End of quote] 


In conclusion: 


The individual is responsible for praying behind the Imams in the mosques of 
the general Muslims in dar al-kufr - like in the places of Hay'ah (i.e., HTS/an 
apostate group in Syria), in Idlib, and if he does, then it is in accordance to the 
ageeda of Ahl al-Sunnah Wal Jama’ah and his Salah is valid, and he is not 
required to repeat it, and he is considered a Muslim from amongst Ahl-Sunnah, 
neither is he a kafir nor an innovator!! 


Except if he comes to know of a particular Imam who committed kufr, with 
certainty, without doubt or uncertainty. In this case he must not pray behind 
him, because he has now become a person whose condition is known with kufr 
(ma'loom al- hal bil- kufr), in which case Salah behind him is impermissible and 
invalid. 


And a masjid is not considered masjid Ad- Dirär (mosque of harm), which is not 
to be praved in, except if it has one of the four attributes/qualities mentioned 
in the statement of Allah (Azza Wa Jal): [And [there are] those [hypocrites] who 
took for themselves a mosque for causing harm and disbelief and division 
among the believers and as a base for those who had previouslv fought against 
Allah and His Messenger. And they will surely swear, "We intended only the 
best." And Alläh testifies that indeed they are liars.} (Tawbah: 107) 


Therefore, the attributes of a masjid- ad-Dirär are: 

- it causes harm to the Muslims 

- and is used for kufr 

- is used to cause division amongst the Muslims 

- and as a base for those who fight against Allah and His Messenger. 


And the mere building of the mosque by the kuffar doesn't make it Masjid ad- 
Dirär, until it has one of the four attributes mentioned in the verse.. 


Because Al-Ka'ba, the sacred House of Allah, which is the first house (of 
worship) established for mankind, was built bv the kuffar after it was 


AUS 


destroyed by the torrent, prior to the sending of the Prophet 
that they built it did not turn it into masjid Ad-Dirar. 


, and the fact 
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Fatwa: 


Question: 


Is it permissible to pray behind an Imam who calls towards elections? 

When l ask him why he calls to these elections, he says 'l'm compelled because 
I'm an employee in the wagf/endowment, and I'm commanded to convey that 
which they order me”. 


Answer: 
This Imam who calls towards Shirkiyya parliamentary or presidential elections 


in countries which are ruled by laws of taghut is an infidel and it is not 
permissible to pray behind him 


And what he mentioned is not ikrah mulji/forced compulsion, which would 
permit him to commit kufr.. 


He should leave his work with them and work in any other field, thus protect 
his deen from Shirk and kufr and calling towards it.. 


He is calling for shirk with this weak/baseless argument which has none of the 


conditions of ikrah miulji present, which would have permitted him an act or 
statement of kufr while his heart is at rest with Iman, thus, he is a kafir. 
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